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Publisher’s statement 

The story of the book 



Every book has a story behind it, and the story of this book goes back 
eight years when Shaykh Muhammad Saalih Al-Munajjid started deliver- 
ing a series of lectures during the month of Ramadhaan every night after 
the Taraaweeh prayers. 

This took place during 1427 and 1428 A.H. at the 'Umar ibn 'Ab- 
dul-' Azeez mosque in Khobar, Saudi Arabia, and the lectures were titled 
" Prophetic dealings with different types of people". He completed the series 
at the Khaadim Al-Haramayn Ash-Shareefayn mosque in Jeddah in 1429 
A.H. 

Later, he presented TV shows on different satellite channels under the 
name “Aspects of the greatness of the life of the Prophet". The second version 
of these shows came out under the name " Social aspects of the life of the best 
of creation". 

The Shaykh also presented these series in 1432-1433 A.H. during the 
month of Ramadhaan under the name " Clear Guidance". 

After the project was completed, we at Zad Group noticed that peo- 
ple's reaction and feedback about these series was positive. Thus, in addi- 
tion to people's need to learn the Prophetic guidance on how to deal with 
different types of people, our research team focused on rearranging the 
text of the series and rewording it (when needed). 

We have taken care to collect only sound authentic narrations on the 
life of the Prophet, sallallaahu 'alayhi iva sallam, and we have mentioned 
the comments and clarifications given by the Shaykh on the narrations in 
a concise and easy to understand manner, avoiding long elaborations on 
the narrations. 

We have ensured that references are given to all the narrations and sto- 
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ries mentioned in the book, and divided the book into main chapters and 
sections within the chapters. 

We hope that this project will serve as a novel initiative in presenting 
the biography of the Prophet, sallallaahu 'alayhi wa sallam, by showcasing 
social aspects of his life and his guidance on how to deal with and treat 
people. 

We would like to thank everyone who participated in making this proj- 
ect a success, and we hope that this project will be the starting point of 
launching other projects. With the grace of Allaah, we finished translating 
the book in two versions; a complete version addressing English-speak- 
ing Muslims, and a summarized version addressing non-Muslims. 

This work is the result of the devoted efforts of several years which 
represent many beautiful seasons that the Shaykh spent with his students 
and followers. We are happy to present this book as a gift to our respected 
readers. 

We attribute all that is good in our work to the favor of Allaah The Al- 
mighty, and yet we remain humans and human effort can never be com- 
pletely free of error, so we would be grateful to anyone who comes across 
any unintentional error to bring it to our attention so that we can correct 
it. 

We ask Allaah The Almighty to grant us sincerity and accept our work, 
and to enable us to perform all that pleases Him. 



Zad Group 
14/4/1435 A.H. 
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Translation team statement 



All perfect praise is due to Allaah Who blessed us to be part of this 
great project. I thank Him and praise Him with what He is worthy of. 

On behalf of the translation team, I would like to thank his eminence 
Shaykh Muhammad Saalih Al-Munajjid for giving us this opportunity, 
rather the honor, of being part of the team who produced this work. It has 
been a real pleasure to contribute to this unique initiative. 

Undoubtedly, when one has a certain objective to achieve in a given 
project, this objective defines the strategies and the work plan he sets in 
order to achieve it. 

The main objective we sought to achieve in this book was to address 
the Muslim English speaking readers. There are different reasons behind 
setting this as our objective: 

• To fulfill our responsibility towards them in clarifying the facts re- 
garding the greatest personality known to history and historians, 
Muslims and non-Muslims alike. 

• To introduce the biography of Prophet Muhammad, sallallaahu 
'alayhi wa sallam, with a unique approach they were not exposed to 
earlier. 

• To illustrate the true image of Prophet Muhammad, sallallaahu 'alay- 
hi wa sallam, which many biased people have been trying to distort. 

• To give fair-minded people around the world a chance to hear the 
other side of the story, by narrating his life in the form of everyday 
events and real incidents that took place in his life. 

In order to achieve the above mentioned points, the book went through 
several production stages according to a well-prepared work plan. The 
following were the steps we went through to produce this valuable book: 
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• The texts and narrations of the book were collected from their orig- 
inal source and in their original language (Arabic) and an Arabic 
version of the book was produced. 

• A professional and well-experienced team was hired to shoulder 
the responsibility of producing the text in English. 

• A work plan was set, in which the work flow was defined and roles 
were assigned to each team member according to their experience. 

• The plan was implemented until the task was accomplished and the 
book was produced. 

The following are the stages which the text went through (work flow): 

• Translating the original text into English. 

• Editing the English text. 

• First review was done and comments were given wherever needed. 

• Discussing the suggested comments and then implementing the 
agreed upon revisions. 

• Rewording certain texts in order to make them relevant to the ad- 
dressed audience. 

• Second review of the text after the revision of the text was done. 

• Muslim and Non-Muslim professionals read the text in order to 
confirm its relevance to the addressed readers. 

• Final review (quality assurance) by the team leader. 

The project manager selected a professional team with a long practical 
experience in this field which comes to around twenty years. This team is 
unique in the fact that their area of experience and expertise is mainly in 
dealing with this genre of texts. 

The team started their job keeping in mind the importance of the task 
and the objective the author (of the Arabic book) was trying to realize 
from this project. 

The team worked relentlessly, exerting every possible effort in order to 
accomplish the objective within the set timeframe, until the mission was 
successfully achieved. 

We present this piece of work to our respected readers with the hope 
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that we have succeeded in fulfilling the sought objective. However, this 
remains a human effort which can never be entirely error-free, and thus 
we welcome and value any comments or suggestions from our respected 
readers. 

Kindly contact us at the following email address for any comments or 
suggestions: hazemr@gmail.com 



Best regards, 
Hazem Ragab 
Translation Team Leader 
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Supplicating for the Prophet of Allaah 



Allaah sent His Messenger Muhammad, sallallaahu 'alayhi wa sallam, to 
all of creation as a witness, a bringer of glad tidings of Paradise to those 
who accept the Path he calls to and a warner against the wrath of Allaah. 
He sent him to invite to the religion of Allaah, by His permission, and as 
an illuminating lamp to light the Path of survival, the Path of Allaah. 

Allaah sent him with guidance and mercy and the true religion, and 
to guide people to what results in their happiness in this world and the 
Hereafter. This is the reward for those who believe in him, love him and 
follow his path, sallallaahu 'alayhi wa sallam. 

The Prophet of Allaah, sallallaahu 'alayhi wa sallam, conveyed the mes- 
sage and advised the nation, and struggled and sacrificed for the sake of 
Allaah. We ask Allaah to reward him for having conveyed the message 
that guided us to the Path of Allaah. 

When reading this book, one will frequently come across the term ''sal- 
lallaahu 'alayhi wa sallam", and we feel obliged to clarify a few matters 
pertaining to this term. 

Its meaning: 

The term consists of two parts, one part is Salaah which is in the part "sal- 
lallaahu" and the second part is "Salaam" which is in the part "wa sallam" . 

These two terms are a form of supplication and prayer for Prophet 
Muhammad, sallallaahu 'alayhi wa sallam. 

According to the predominant opinion, the first part means: To ask Al- 
laah to exalt his mention. In other words we ask Allaah to honor, glorify 
and raise his rank and exalt his mention because we (as humans) cannot 
praise him enough to fulfill his due right upon us (for having conveyed 
the message that guided us to the Path of Allaah). 
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In the second term we pray that Allaah renders the Prophet, sallallaahu 
'alayhi wa sallam, free from any dispraised matter with regards to his mis- 
sion and Nation and make his Nation blessed and increase those who call 
towards the Path he called for. 



Its ruling: 



According to the predominant opinion, saying (or writing) the term 
" sallallaahii ' alayhi wa sallam" when the name of the Prophet is mentioned 
or written is an obligation. The evidence for this is the narration in which 
Prophet Muhammad, sallallaahu 'alayhi wa sallam, said: "The miser is the 
one before whom my name is mentioned [or written] and he does not 
say Salaah for me [i.e. sallallaahu 'alayhi wa sallam]." 1 

In another narration, the Prophet, sallallaahu 'alayhi wa sallam, said: "Al- 
laah will humiliate [and disgrace] whoever hears [or reads] my name 
and he does not say Salaah for me [i.e. sallallaahu 'alayhi wa sallam ]." 2 



Undoubtedly, not uttering Salaah for the Prophet, sallallaahu 'alayhi wa 
sallam, when his name is mentioned (or written) is a form of impoliteness 
and disrespect towards the Prophet, sallallaahu 'alayhi wa sallam. There- 
fore, a Muslim must be keen on saying this prayer whenever he hears or 
reads the name of the Prophet of Allaah, sallallaahu 'alayhi wa sallam, in 
order to obtain the great reward resulting from this, and in order to be of 
those who adhere to the command of Allaah in His saying: 



r< tL-Li ((Ills jp 



«Indeed, Allaah exalts the mention of the Prophet, and His 
angels [ask Him to do so]. O you who have believed [ask Al- 
lah] to exalt his mention and [ask Allaah to grant him] Sa- 



laam» [Quran 33:56] 



Its virtue: 

There are many narrations highlighting the virtue of exalting the men- 
tion of the Prophet of Allaah, sallallaahu 'alayhi wa sallam. The following 
are some of these narrations: 



1 Reported by At-Tirmithi (3546) and Ahmad (1736). 

2 Reported by At-Tirmithi (3545). 
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'Abdullaah ibn ' Amr narrated that the Prophet of Allaah, sallallaahu 
'alayhi wa sallam, said: "Everyone who says Salaah for me [i.e. asks Allaah 
to exalt my mention] will receive in return [for every time he utters it] ten 

rewards from Allaah." 1 

Ibn Mas'ood narrated that the Messenger of Allaah, sallallaahu 'alayhi 
wa sallam, said: "The people who will be most entitled to my interces- 
sion on the Day of Resurrection are those who supplicate Allaah most 
often to exalt my mention." 2 

Ubayy ibn Ka'b narrated: “When one-third of the night would pass, the 
Messenger of Allaah, sallallaahu 'alayhi wa sallam, would get up and call out: 

"O people! Remember Allaah. The Raajifah [i.e. the first Blowing of the 
Trumpet which will shake the whole universe and thus cause all life to 
cease] has come, followed by Ar-Raadifah [i.e. the second Blowing of 
the Trumpet which will restore life and thus mark the Resurrection Day]. 

Death has approached with all that it comprises. Death has approached 
with all that it comprises." 

I said: "O Messenger of Allaah! I frequently invoke Allaah to elevate your 
rank. How much of my supplications should I devote to you?" He, sallallaahu 
'alayhi wa sallam, said: "You may devote as much as you wish." When I 
suggested a quarter, he, sallallaahu 'alayhi wa sallam, said: "Do whatever 
you wish, but it will be better for you if you increase it." I suggested 
half, and he, sallallaahu 'alayhi wa sallam, said: "Do whatever you wish, 
but it will be better for you if you increase." I suggested two-thirds, and 
he, sallallaahu 'alayhi wa sallam, said: "Do whatever you wish but it will 
be better for you if you increase it." I said: "Shall I devote all my suppli- 
cations invoking Allaah to elevate your rank?" He, sallallaahu 'alayhi wa 
sallam, said: "Then you will be freed from your worries and your sins 
will be forgiven." 3 

Why should we say it? 

There are many reasons why one should say sallallaahu 'alayhi wa sal- 



1 Reported by Muslim (384). 

2 Reported by At-Tirmithi (484). 

3 Reported by Ahmad (21242) and Al-Haakim (3578) in his book Al-Mustadrak. 
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lam upon hearing or reading his name. The following are some of these 
reasons: 

• To obtain the great rewards mentioned in the narration men- 
tioned previously. 

• To adhere to the command of the Prophet of Allaah, sallallaahu 
'alayhi wa sallam, in saying it. 

• To adhere to the command of Allaah in saying it. 

• To fulfill one of his rights upon his Nation. 

• To express gratitude for the great blessing he conveyed to us 
(i.e. the religion of Islaam). 

• To increase our love for him, sallallaahu 'alayhi wa sallam. The 
more one mentions his name and supplicates for him, the 
more his love for him increases, and this helps the person to 
fully adhere to his commands and refrain from the prohibi- 
tions he warned against. 

How to say it? 

There are many ways to say this supplication and the easiest and most 
summarized is to say (or write) " sallallaahu 'alayhi wa sallam". 

How often should we say it? 

Ibn Salaah said: "Some scholars stated that one should say it every time he 
hears (or reads) the name of the Prophet of Allaah, sallallaahu 'alayhi wa sallam. 
Wlten writing, one should write it whenever the name is mentioned. One should 
not become bored of repeating it regardless of how many times it is written or 
said, and anyone who neglects this has indeed deprived himself from a great deal 
of reward ." 1 



1 Ibn Salaah in his book Muqaddimat Ibn Salaah (pg. 188). 
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Introduction 



All perfect praise is due to Allaah, the Lord of the Worlds. I bear witness 
than none is worthy of worship but Allaah, alone with no partners. And 
I bear witness that Muhammad is His Slave and Messenger may Allaah 
exalt his mention. 

To proceed: 

Indeed, there is an excellent example for us in the Messenger of Allaah, 
sallallaahu 'alayhi wa sallam, because of the sublime manners that Allaah 
bestowed upon His Prophet, sallallaahu ' alayhi wa sallam. Allaah declared 
that following the example of the Prophet of Allaah, sallallaahu 'alayhi wa 
sallam, is the path that leads to Him, and that it is the method for gaining 
a high status in the Hereafter. 

In order to have a sound basis for following the example of the Prophet 
of Allaah, sallallaahu 'alayhi wa sallam, we must study his biography and 
learn how he used to deal with different types of people. 

Many people attempt to follow the Prophet's example, but they do so 
without having proper knowledge and so, end up doing more harm than 
good through innovating in the matters of religion. 

This book is an attempt to compile the methods of the Prophet of Allaah, 
sallallaahu 'alayhi wa sallam, in dealing with different types of people. We 
have compiled various narrations in this regard hoping that the book will 
serve as a guiding light for those who want to adhere to his traditions 
and serve as a sound base for those walking on the path of the Prophet of 
Allaah, sallallaahu 'alayhi wa sallam. 

I ask Allaah The Almighty for guidance, righteous actions and accep- 
tance thereof. 



Chapter One 

An Example for Humanity 



• Section One: The Messenger: The Excellent Example. 

• Section Two: Aspects of Emulating the Prophet's 
Example. 
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Section One 

The Messenger: The Excellent Example 



The best people to interpret and embody the meaning of Allaah's 
words and His injunctions are His Messengers and Prophets, whom He 
sent as guides for humanity. Muslims believe that the Prophets and Mes- 
sengers - from Aadam, may Allaah exalt his mention, to Muhammad, 
sallallaahu 'alayhi wa sallam - were infallible and inerrant. This means that 
they were not subject to committing sins, and naturally, there is no better 
example to follow than one who is not subject to sinning. 

In Allaah's infinite wisdom. He sent human beings for us to follow as 
examples so that we would have practical and realistic role models. In 
the Qur'aan we read the verses that say (what means): «What kept men 
back from belief when Guidance came to them, was nothing but this: they 
said: "Has Allaah sent a man [ like us] to be [His] Messenger?" Say, "If 
there were settled, on earth, angels walking about in peace and quiet, We 
should certainly have sent them."» [Qur'aan 17:94-95] 

Prophet Muhammad, sallallaahu ' alayhi wa sallam, was tasked with the 
responsibility of receiving, interpreting and exemplifying the revelation. 
Allaah Says in the Qur'aan says (what means): «You have indeed in the 
Messenger of Allaah a beautiful pattern [of conduct] for anyone whose 
hope is in Allaah and the Final Day, and who engages much in the Praise 
of Allaah.» [Qur'aan 33:21] 

Allah The Exalted also Says (what means): «And whatsoever the Mes- 
senger gives you, take it. And whatsoever he forbids, abstain [from it]. And 
keep your duty to Allaah. Lo! Allaah is stem in reprisals [Qur'aan 59:7] 

The life and example of Prophet Muhammad, sallallaahu 'alayhi wa 
sallam, served two main objectives: he was a chosen Prophet and Mes- 
senger who delivered the message and invited people to it and he was 
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an exemplary human being upon whom Muslims pattern their behavior 
and character. His guidance and practice is the only means to understand 
Allaah's commands and perform duties towards Allaah in the way that 
pleases Him. 

In addition to teaching Islamic rites in the correct manner. Prophet Mu- 
hammad, sallallaahu 'alayhi wa sallam, also taught Muslims how to devel- 
op sound morals and good character. Long before the beginning of his 
mission, he was truthful and honest; people trusted him because he did 
not lie or cheat and always kept his promise. He, sallallaahu ' alayhi wa 
sallam, was nicknamed 'As-Saadiq', 'Al-Ameen' (the one who is truthful 
and trustworthy). A person does not get to that level by mere words, his 
actions and his character must be such that people believe him and trust 
his words. 

The Messenger of Allaah, sallallaahu ' alayhi wa sallam, was kind, patient 
and tolerant. He was not harsh or severe. He, sallallaahu ' alayhi wa sallam, 
did not use bad language or curse, neither did he get angry or lose his 
temper. This gentle, kind nature attracted others to him and made them 
love and obey him. They loved the man as well as the Messenger and be- 
came better human beings by associating with him. This is the mark and 
influence of a genuine person. Prophet Muhammad, sallallaahu 'alayhi iva 
sallam, had the ability to improve the lives of people in his own generation 
and his example continues to inspire countless people for centuries. This 
is a testament to his prophethood, his genius and exemplary character. 

Allaah The Exalted Says (what means): «There has certainly been for 
you in the Messenger of Allaah an excellent pattern [example] for anyone 
whose hope is in Allaah and the Last Day and [ivho] remembers Allaah 

often.» [Qur'aan 33:21] 

Ibn Katheer, may Allaah have mercy upon him, commented, " This holy verse con- 
tains the great principle of adhering to the sayings, actions and injunctions of the 
Messenger of Allaah. " x 

Allaah sent His Messenger as mercy and guidance to humanity. There- 
fore, the Prophet of Allaah, sallallaahu 'alayhi wa sallam, became the best of 



1 Tafseer Ihn Katheer (391 / 6) . 
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examples for those hoping to please Allaah, and those hoping for a high 
status in the Hereafter; for people who do not desire exaltedness upon the 
earth or corruption. 

The definition of an "Example": 

A Muslim is always in dire need of following the example of Proph- 
et Muhammad, sallallaahu 'alayhi wa sallam, especially today when false 
claims prevail and the enemies of Allaah are rallying doubtful matters 
and vain lusts to repel people away from the path of Allaah. 

In this book, we speak about Prophet Muhammad, sallallaahu ' alay- 
hi wa sallam, and discuss various aspects of his life; as a religious leader 
(Imaam), a judge, a ruler, a teacher, a nurturer, a husband, a father, a man- 
ager and a leader. In addition, we aim to discuss aspects of his personality, 
sallallaahu ' alayhi wa sallam, on the basis of what has been authentically 
narrated about him. 

He, sallallaahu 'alayhi wa sallam, was the best example that a Muslim 
must follow in actions and sayings and he was a source of guidance in all 
matters. 

Following the examples of Prophets, «So from their guidance take an 
example»: 

Allaah ordered His Prophet to follow the example of the prophets who 
came before him. He Says (what means): «Those are the ones whom Al- 
laah has guided, so from their guidance take an examples [Qur'aan 6:90] 

Ibn Katheer, may Allaah have mercy upon him, said: " This verse contains an order 
to the Prophet. And his nation ought to follow what he was ordered to do ." 1 

Ibn Taymiyyah, may Allaah have mercy upon him, said: "The stories of the Proph- 
ets contain admonition for believers who will surely be tested and must not go 
into despair. Muslims must realize that those who were better than them (i.e. the 
Prophets) were tested. The outcome of these ordeals was in favor of the Prophets. 
Thus, a doubter must become certain, a sinner must repent, and a believer must 



1 Taf seer Ibn Katheer (190/2). 
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become stronger in faith. It is through stories of the Prophets that one becomes 
able to follow their examples properly .” 1 

We were ordered to follow the examples of the Prophets regarding 
the following matters: 

Zeal in obeying Allaah and worshiping Him: 

This is one of the most important areas of obedience to the Prophets, 
may Allaah exalt their mention. The Prophets demonstrated the utmost 
diligence in performing acts of worship and prayer to Allaah The Al- 
mighty. 

This was the essence of the verse (which means): «And remember Our 
servants, Abraham [Ibraaheem], Isaac [ Is-Haaq ] and Jacob [Ya'qoob], 
those of strength and [religious] vision.» [Qur'aan 38:45] 

'Ataa' Al-Khurasaani, may Allaah have mercy upon him, said: "The verse means: 
the ones with diligence in performing worship and knowledge ofAllaah's affairs. " 
And Qataadah, may Allaah have mercy upon him, said: "They (the Prophets) were 
given a strong will to perform worship and a strong vision in religious matters . " 2 

Verses that described the Prophets' worship: 

Allaah The Almighty Says that Ibraaheem (Abraham), may Allaah ex- 
alt his mention, said (what means): «My Lord, make me an establisher of 
prayer, and [many] from my descendants. Our Lord, and accept my sup- 
plications [Qur'aan 14:40] 

And He Says in praising Ismaa'eel (Ishmael), may Allaah exalt his 
mention, (what means): «And he used to enjoin on his people prayer and 
Zakaah and was to his Lord pleasings [Qur'aan 19:55] 

And in praising Ibraaheem (Abraham) and Is-Haaq (Isaac), may Al- 
laah exalt their mention, Allaah Says (what means): «And We made them 
leaders guiding by Our command. And We inspired to them the doing of 
good deeds, establishment of prayer, and giving of Zakaah; and they were 
worshippers ofUs.» [Qur'aan 21:73] 

As for Prophet Muhammad, sallallaahu ' alayhi wa sail am, there were 
many traditions regarding his diligence in worship, despite the fact that 



1 Majmoo' Al-Fataawa (178/5). 

2 Majmoo' Al-Fataawa ( 170/19). 
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his previous and future sins were forgiven. Allaah The Exalted Says (what 
means): «And during the night prostrate to Him and exalt Him a long 

[ part of the ] night.» [Qur'aan 73:26] 

Allaah ordered the Prophet of Allaah, sallallaahu 'alayhi wa sallani, Say- 
ing (what means): «worship Him and have patience for His worship. Do 
you know of any similarity to Him?» [Qur'aan 19:65] 

And He The Exalted also Says (what means): «Andfrom [part of] the 
night, pray with it as additional [worship] for you. It is expected that 
your Lord ivill resurrect you to a praised stations [Qur'aan 17:79] 

The Prophets' diligence in remembering and mentioning Allaah 
The Exalted, and in supplicating to Him: 

The Prophets used to mention Allaah at all times, and they used to 
supplicate to Him continuously This was in addition to their diligence in 
performing acts of worship. 

Allaah The Most High mentioned how His Prophets, may Allaah exalt 
their mention, used to supplicate to Him to fulfill their needs. They used 
to plead with Him demonstrating their helplessness and dire need. Allaah 
The Exalted Says (what means): «And [mention] Job, when he called to his 
Lord, " Indeed , adversity has touched me, and you are the Most Merciful 
of the merciful." So We responded to him and removed ivhat afflicted him 
of adversity. And We gave him [back] his family and the like thereof with 
them as mercy from Us and a reminder for the worshippers [of Allaah].» 

[Qur'aan 21:83- 84] 

Allah The Exalted also Says (what means): «And [mention] the man of 
the fish [Noah], when he went off in anger and thought that We would 
not decree [anything] upon him. And he called out within the darkness 1 , 
" There is no deity except You; exalted are You. Indeed, I have been of the 
wrongdoers. So We responded to him and saved him from the distress. 
And thus do We save the believers. And [mention] Zechariah [Zakariyya], 
when he called to his Lord, "My Lord, do not leave me alone [with no 
heir], while you are the best of inheritors." So We responded to him, and 
We gave to him John, and amended for him his wife. Indeed, they used to 



1 That of the night, of the sea, and of the fish's interior. 
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hasten to good deeds and supplicate Us in hope and fear, and they were 
to US humbly Sllbmissive.» [Qur'aan 21:87-90] 

Prophet Muhammad, sallallaahu 'alayhi wa sallam, invoked His Lord fre- 
quently, especially during times of hardship. During the Battle of Badr, the 
Prophet of Allaah, sallallaahu ' alayhi wa sallam, supplicated extensively hop- 
ing for Allaah to grant him and his companions victory 'Umar ibn Al-Khat- 
taab, may Allaah be pleased with him, said: "On the day of the Battle of Badr, Al- 
laah's Prophet, sallallaahu ' alayhi wa sallam, faced the direction of the Qiblah 
(i.e. the Sacred Mosque in Makkah), extended his arms and invoked: "O Al- 
laah! Fulfill what You had promised me. O Allaah! Bring about that which 
You have promised me. O Allaah! If this group of Muslims were to die then 
You will not be worshiped on this Earth." He, sallallaahu 'alayhi wa sallam, 
continued to invoke while raising his arms high until his upper garment 
fell off his shoulders. Then Abu Bakr, may Allaah be pleased with him, picked up 
his upper garment and set it on the shoulders of the Prophet of Allaah, sal- 
lallaahu 'alayhi wa sallam. He hugged the Prophet of Allaah, sallallaahu 'alayhi 
wa sallam, from behind and said: "O Prophet of Allaah! Enough invocation! 
Your Lord will surely fulfill His promise to you." 1 

The Prophets' humility and tears when mentioning their Lord: 

In Chapter 19 of the Qur'aan, Allaah praised some of the Prophets Say- 
ing (what means): «Those were the ones upon whom Allaah bestowed 
favor from among the prophets of the descendants of Adam and of those 
We carried [in the ship] with Noah, and of the descendants of Abraham 
and Israel, and of those ivhom We guided and chose. When the verses of 
the Most Merciful were recited to them, they fell in prostration and weep- 
ings [Qur'aan 19:58] 

As-Si'di, may Allaah have mercy upon him, commented, ''Prostration and weep- 
ing means that they submitted to the verses of Allaah, and that their hearts were 
affected by them. They had great hope and fear to the point of crying and pros- 
trating to their Lord. " 2 

Allaah told us that Prophet Yoosuf (Joseph), may Allaah exalt his men- 
tion, said (what means): «My Lord, You have given me [something] of 



1 Reported by Muslim (1763). 

2 Tafseer As-Si'di (209/ 3). 
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sovereignty and taught me of the interpretation of dreams. Creator of the 
heavens and earth, You are my protector in this world and in the Hereafter. 
Cause me to die a Muslim and join me with the righteous.» [Qur'aan moi] 

Prophet Muhammad, sallallaahu 'alayhi wa sallam, was the most 
God-fearing of people. He used to say: "I hope to be the most God-fear- 
ing among you, and most knowledgeable of what to avoid ." 1 And he, 
sallallaahu 'alayhi wa sallam, used to say: "O turner of hearts! Make my 
heart firm upon Your religion ." 2 

And he, sallallaahu 'alayhi wa sallam, used to say: "Verily, the hearts of 
the Children of Adam, all of them, are between the two fingers of the 
Most Merciful as one heart. He directs them wherever He wills ." 3 

Following their example in possessing deep knowledge regarding 
Allaah: 

There can be no doubt that the Prophets, may Allaah exalt their men- 
tion, were the most knowledgeable regarding Allaah. This profound level 
of knowledge generated a lofty standard of firm belief and fear of Allaah 
the Exalted. 

The more a slave knows about his Lord, the more he reveres Him and 
increases in worship, fear, sincerity and love to his Lord. 

Allaah granted this high status to His chosen servants, the Prophets and 
Messengers. They received this status through their perfect knowledge of 
His Names and Attributes. Therefore, they became worthy of being emu- 
lated. 

Prophet Ibraaheem (Abraham), may Allaah exalt his mention, told his 
father while inviting him to the true path: «0 my father, indeed there has 

1 Reported by Al-Bukhaari (20) and Muslim (1110) on the authority of 'Aa'ishah, may Allaah be 
pleased with her. 

2 Reported by At-Tirmithi (3522). Al-Albaani ruled it as authentic in his book Saheeh Al-Jaami’ (4801) 
on the authority of Umm Salamah, may Allaah be pleased with her. 

3 Reported by Muslim (2654) on the authority of 'Abdullaah ibn 'Amr, may Allaah be pleased with 
him. 
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come to me of knowledge that which has not come to you, so follow me; 
I will guide you to an even path.» [Qur'aan 19:43] 

And Allaah Said about His Prophet Ya'qoob (Jacob), may Allaah exalt 
his mention, (what means): «And indeed, he was a possessor of knowl- 
edge because of ivhat We had taught him, but most of the people do not 

knOW.» [Qur'aan 12:68] 

Allaah also told us that Prophet Nooh (Noah), may Allaah exalt his 
mention, said to his people (what means): «I convey to you the messages 
of my Lord and advise you; and I know from Allaah what you do not 

knOW.» [Qur'aan 9:62] 

Allaah addressed Prophet Muhammad, sallallaahu 'alayhi wa sallam, 
Saying (what means): «and say, "My Lord, increase me in knowledge."» 

[Qur'aan 20:114] 

Thus, we must follow the example of the Prophet of Allaah, sallallaahu 
' alayhi wa sallam. He was sent as a mercy to humankind, an example to his 
followers and a standard-bearer showing Allaah' s right path. 

The obligation of following the example of the prophets and adher- 
ing to their guidance: 

Ibn Al-Qayyim, may Allaah have mercy upon him. Said: 

"There is no path to happiness and success in this world or the 
Hereafter except at the hands of Messengers. And there is no way 
to determine the good from bad except through their teachings. Al- 
laah' s pleasure is never gained except through their example. Good 
actions, sayings and manners are only attained through the guid- 
ance they brought. 

The Prophets are the scale by which our actions, sayings and 
manners must be weighed. And their example is the criterion be- 
tween the people of guidance and those of misguidance. 

We are in need of following their examples more than a body 
needs its soul, and more than an eye needs light to be able to see. 

In fact, every decreed obligation is surpassed by the obligation of 
following the example of the Prophets. If we neglect doing so for the 
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blink of an eye then our hearts will become corrupt, just like a fish 
becomes when it is taken out of water. 

Since happiness in this life and the Hereafter is linked with fol- 
lowing the example of Prophet Muhammad, sallallaahu 'alayhi wa 
sallam, a wise person who is seeking his own happiness and salva- 
tion must gain enough knowledge regarding the Prophet's guidance 
and biography. This way he becomes a true follower and joins the 
party of the Prophet Muhammad, sallallaahu 'alayhi wa sallam. 

In this regard, there are those who gain a lot of knowledge, those 
who gain only a little of it and others who are deprived of it. Al- 
laali grants goodness to whomever He wishes. Indeed, Allaah grants 
great bounties.'' 1 

Why do we have to follow the example of Prophet Muhammad, sal- 
lallaahu 'alayhi wa sallam ? 

We follow his example because his life is the most perfect of lives. Al- 
laah chose Prophet Muhammad, sallallaahu 'alayhi wa sallam, based on 
His Knowledge and Wisdom. He selected him over all humans. Thus, we 
must learn about his blessed life that was guided and decreed by Allaah; 
perhaps his lifestyle would become a beacon for us and a cause of salva- 
tion for our nation. The following are more reasons why we must follow 
the example of Prophet of Muhammad, sallallaahu 'alayhi wa sallam: 

Out of obedience to Allaah's Orders: 

We should follow the example of the Prophet of Allaah, sallallaahu 'alay- 
hi iva sallam, because we were ordered to do so by Allaah. He, the Exalted, 
Says (what means): «There has certainly been for you in the Messenger of 
Allaah an excellent pattern (example) for anyone whose hope is in Allaah 
and the Last Day and [who] remembers Allaah often.» [Qur'aan 33 - 21 ] 

And Allaah warned us against disobeying the Prophet of Allaah, sallal- 
laahu 'alayhi wa sallam. He Says (what means): «So let those beware who 



1 Zaad Al-Ma'aad (69/1). 
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dissent from the Prophet's order, lestFitnah (trial) strike them or a pain- 
ful punishments [Qur'aan 24:63] 

Because Allaah made Prophet Muhammad, sallallaahu 'alayhi wa sal- 
lam, faultless: 

We should follow the example of the Prophet of Allaah, sallallaahu 
'alayhi wa sallam, because his life was free from faults. He was chosen by 
Allaah to deliver His message and was worthy of being followed. Allaah 
safeguarded the Prophet of Allaah, sallallaahu 'alayhi wa sallam, and pro- 
tected him against all faults. In the event he did make a mistake (because 
he used his best judgment in cases where he did not receive revelation), 
Allaah did not approve of it and rectified it. 

Thus, such a person is worth following, his biography is worth study- 
ing and his guidance is worth learning. 

The Prophet's life contained great wisdom: 

We should follow the Prophet of Allaah, sallallaahu 'alayhi wa sallam, be- 
cause his life contained great wisdom, whether in matters of faith, manners, 
guidance, and perseverance in calling towards Allaah and fighting evil. 

Following the Prophet's example is the condition for achieving suc- 
cess and victory: 

We will never gain success and victory unless we follow the example 
of the Prophet of Allaah, sallallaahu 'alayhi wa sallam, in his sayings, actions 
and manners. Hasn't Allaah made the Prophet's biography and manners 
an example for us? 

The Prophet served as an example in all situations: 

As a man, a husband, a brother, a Prophet, a ruler, a leader, Allaah 
made Prophet Muhammad, sallallaahu 'alayhi wa sallam, an example for us 
to follow in all circumstances. 

Learning the Prophet's biography is necessary to follow him: 

We must learn how to follow the example of the Prophet of Allaah, 
sallallaahu 'alayhi wa sallam. We must learn various aspects of his life in- 
cluding the way he dealt with different people. 
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Section Two 

Aspects of Emulating the Prophet’s Example 



A person who contemplates the Prophet's life finds that it includes ev- 
ery aspect of etiquette and good manners that are considered decent by all 
righteous and noble people. 

The Prophet of Allaah, sallallaahu 'alayhi wa sallam, was an example in 
good manners: 

Allaah the Exalted Says (what means): «And indeed, you are of a great 
moral characters [Qur'aan68:4] 

The Prophet's manners were based on the Qur'aan . 1 He, sallallaahu ' alay- 
hi wa sallam, was pleased by whatever the Qur'aan stated was good, and he 
was angered by whatever the Qur'aan stated was evil, and he, sallallaahu 
'alayhi wa sallam, was neither harsh nor loud . 2 He, sallallaahu 'alayhi wa sal- 
lam, did not yell in the marketplace. He, sallallaahu 'alayhi wa sallam, used to 
forgive and not reply to a transgression with a similar transgression . 3 

Safiyyah, may Allaah be pleased with her, said: "I have seen nobody with bet- 
ter manners than the Messenger of Allaah, sallallaahu 'alayhi wa sallam." 4 

Anas, may Allaah be pleased with him said: "I served the Prophet Mohammad, 
sallallaahu 'alayhi wa sallam, for nine years. (During these nine years) he 
never asked as to why I did this or did not do that." 5 

Anas, may Allaah be pleased with him, also said: "Prophet Mohammad, sallal- 
laahu 'alayhi wa sallam, had the best behavior and the best manners of all. 

1 Reported by Muslim (746) on the authority of 'Aa'ishah, may Allaah be pleased with her. 

2 Reported by Al-Bukhaari (3559) and Muslim (2321) on the authority of 'Abdullaah ibn 'Amr, may 
Allaah be pleased with him. 

3 Reported by At-Tirmithi (2016) on the authority of 'Aa'ishah, may Allaah be pleased with her. 

4 Reported by At-Tabaraani in his book Al-Awsat (6578). Ibn Hajar ruled it as sound (Hasan) in his 
book Fat-h Al-Baari (575/6). 

5 Reported by Al-Bukhaari (2768) and Muslim (2310). 
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One day he sent me somewhere on some business, but I said to myself, "I 
won't go now" although I did [eventually] intend to go to where he com- 
manded me. I came to the market (on my way) and passed by some chil- 
dren playing. Suddenly, the Prophet of Allaah, sallallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam, 
appeared from behind me and held me by the neck. I looked behind and 
he was smiling. He, sallallaahu ' alayhi wa sallam, said: "O Anas, did you go 
where I told you to go." I said: "I will go [now], O Prophet of Allaah ." 1 

He, sallallaahu 'alayhi wa sallam, was also an example in tolerance: 

Allaah Says (what means): «So by mercy from Allaah, [O Muhammad], 
you were lenient with them. And if you had been rude [in speech] and 
harsh in heart, they would have disbanded from about you.» [Qur'aan 3:159] 

Anas, may Allaah be pleased with him, said: "I was walking with the Prophet of 
Allaah, sallallaahu 'alayhi wa sallam, and he was wearing a Najraani robe that 
had rough sides. A Bedouin came upon him and pulled him by his robe very 
roughly, so I looked at the side of the Prophet's neck, and the side of the robe 
had left a mark from the strong pull. He then said: 'O Muhammad, give me 
some of Allaah's money that you have.' So the Prophet of Allaah, sallallaahu 
'alayhi wa sallam, looked at him, laughed and ordered that he be given some ." 2 

He, sallallaahu 'alayhi wa sallam, was an example in shyness: 

Abu Sa'eed Al-Khudri, may Allaah be pleased with him, said: "The Prophet of 
Allaah, sallallaahu 'alayhi wa sallam, was shier than a veiled virgin girl ." 3 

He, sallallaahu 'alayhi wa sallani, was an example in kindness and mercy: 

Allaah The Exalted Says (what means): «And We have not sent you, [O 
Muhammad], except as a mercy to the worlds.» [Qur'aan 21:107] 

Abu Tharr, may Allaah be pleased with him, said: "One night the Messenger 
of Allaah, sallallaahu 'alayhi wa sallam, prayed and continued to recite the 
verse (which means): «If You should punish them, indeed they are Your 
servants; but if You forgive them - indeed it is You who is the Exalted in 
Might, the Wise» until morning. I asked him about this, he, sallallaahu 
'alayhi iva sallam, responded: "I asked my Lord to permit me to intercede 

1 Reported by Muslim (2310). 

2 Reported by Al-Bukhaari (3149) and Muslim (1057). 

3 Reported by Al-Bukhaari (6102) and Muslim (2320). 



Chapter One: An Example To Humanity 



33 



for my nation. He, The Exalted, granted me my wish. By Allaah's will I 
will intercede for whoever takes no partners with Allaah."" 1 

Maalik ibn Al-Huwayrith, may Allaah be pleased with him, reported, "We came 
to the Messenger of Allaah, sallallaahu 'alayhi wa sallam, and we were all 
young men of nearly equal ages. We stayed with him for twenty nights, 
and as the Messenger of Allaah, sallallaahu 'alayhi wa sallam, was extreme- 
ly kind and tender-hearted, he, therefore, thought that we were eager to 
return to our family. So he asked us about the members of the family that 
we had left behind and when we informed him, he, sallallaahu 'alayhi wa 
sallam, said: "Go back to your family, stay with them, and teach them and 
exhort them to good, and when the time for the prayer comes, one among 
you should announce the call for prayer, and then the oldest among you 
should lead the prayer."" 2 

He, sallallaahu 'alayhi wa sallam, was a good example in maintaining an 
appreciation for past relationships: 

'Aa'ishah, may Allaah be pleased with her, said: "I did not feel jealous of any of the 
wives of the Prophet as much as I did of Khadeejah though I did not see her, 
but the Prophet used to mention her very often, and whenever he slaugh- 
tered a sheep, he would cut its parts and send them to the women friends 
of Khadeejah. When I sometimes said to him: "'As if there is no woman on 
earth except Khadeejah!' he would say: "Khadeejah was such-and-such [i.e. 
saying words of praise about her], and from her I had children."" 3 

He, sallallaahu 'alayhi wa sallam, was an example in humbleness: 

Allaah The Almighty ordered His Prophet, sallallaahu 'alayhi wa sallam, 
Saying (what means): «And lower your wing to those who follow you of 
the believers.» [Qur'aan 26:215] Meaning: be kind to them. Allaah The Exalted 
ordered the Prophet of Allaah, sallallaahu 'alayhi wa sallam, to be humble, 
gentle and kind to poor and rich believers. He, sallallaahu 'alayhi iva sallam, 
was so humble that he used to greet children when passing by them. 4 As 

1 Reported by Ahmad (20821). Shu'ayb Al-Arna'oot ruled it as sound (Hasan). 

2 Reported by Al-Bukhaari (628) and Muslim (674). 

3 Reported by Al-Bukhaari (3818) and Muslim (2435). 

4 Reported by Al-Bukhaari (6247) and Muslim (2168) on the authority of Anas, may Allaah be 
pleased with him. 
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humble as he was, a young girl servant would take him by the hand and 
go wherever she pleased (to ask her questions ). 1 

He, sallallaahu 'alayhi wa sallam, would mend his sandals with his own 
hands, patch his clothes 2 , milk his lamb 3 , sit (socialize) with poor people 4 
and he used to walk with the orphans, widows 5 and accept the invitation 
of whoever invited him . 6 

He, sallallaahu 'alayhi wa sallam, would visit the ill, attend funerals and 
accept the invitation of a servant. 

He, sallallaahu 'alayhi wa sallam, was an example in bravery: 

' Ali ibn Abu Taalib, may Aiiaah be pleased with him, said: "During the Battle 
of Badr, we used to seek refuge with the Prophet sallallaahu 'alayhi wa sal- 
lam. He was the toughest among us, and he, sallallaahu 'alayhi wa sallam, 
used to bravely approach the rows of the enemy and would be the closest 
among us to them." 7 

Al-Baraa' ibn'Aazib, may Aiiaah be pleased with him, said: "By Allaah! When 
things became difficult during battle we used to seek refuge with him. 
The bravest among us were those who used to keep up with him (mean- 
ing the Prophet of Allaah, sallallaahu 'alayhi wa sallam)." 8 

Anas, may Allaah be pleased with him, also said: "Allaah's Messenger, sallallaahu 
'alayhi wa sallam, was the best of people, the most generous amongst them 
and he was the bravest of men. One night the people of Madeenah felt dis- 
turbed and set forth in the direction of a sound when Allaah's Messenger, 
sallallaahu 'alayhi wa sallam, met them on his way back as he had gone to- 
wards that sound ahead of them. He was on the horse of Abu Talhah which 



1 Reported by Ahmad (11530). Al-Albaani ruled it as authentic in his book Mishkaat Al-Masaabeeh 
(5809). 

2 Reported by Ahmad (24228) on the authority of 'Aa'ishah, may Allaah be pleased with her. Al-Al- 
baani ruled it as authentic in his book At-Ta'leeqaat Al-Hisaan (5647). 

3 Reported by Ahmad (25662 on the authority of 'Aa'ishah, may Allaah be pleased with her. Al-Al- 
baani ruled it as authentic in his book At-Ta'leeqaat Al-Hisaan (5646). 

4 Reported by Muslim (2413). 

5 Reported by An-Nasaa'i (1414) on the authority of 'Abdullaah ibn 'Abu Awfa, may Allaah be 
pleased with him. Al-Albaani ruled it as authentic in his book At-Ta'leeqaat Al-Hisaan (6390). 

6 Madaarij As-Saalikeen (328/2). 

7 Reported by Ahmad (1045). Shu'ayb Al-Arna'oot ruled it as authentic. 

8 Reported by Muslim (1776). 
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had no saddle over it, and a sword was slung round his neck, and he, sal- 
lallaahu 'alayhi wa sallam, was saying: "There was nothing to be afraid of", 
and he, sallallaalm ' alayhi wa sallam, also said: "We found it [this horse] like a 
torrent of water", whereas the horse had been slow before that time." 1 

This was one of the Prophet's miracles. He, sallallaahu ' alayhi wa sallam, 
rode a horse that was known to be slow, but then it became very fast. 

He, sallallaahu 'alayhi wa sallam, was an example in generosity: 

Ibn 'Abbaas, may Aiiaah be pleased with him, said: "The Messenger of Allaah, 
sallallaahu 'alayhi wa sallam, was the most generous of people. And he was 
most generous during Ramadhaan when Jibreel (Gabriel) would meet 
him every night to study the Qur'aan with him. The Messenger of Allaah, 
sallallaahu 'alayhi wa sallam, was more generous than a sent wind." 2 

Jaabir ibn ' Abdullaah, may Allaah be pleased with him, said: "The Messenger 
of Allaah, sallallaahu 'alayhi wa sallam, was never asked for something and 
said: No." 3 

Anas ibn Maalik, may Allaah be pleased with him, said: "A man asked of the 
Prophet of Allaah, sallallaahu 'alayhi wa sallam, so he gave him a flock of 
sheep filling a valley between two mountains. The man returned to his 
people, saying: "O people, embrace Islaam. By Allaah, Muhammad gives 
like one who fears no poverty."" 4 

He, sallallaahu 'alayhi wa sallam, was an example in fearing Allaah: 

Mutarrif, may Allaah be pleased with him, said on the authority of his father, "I 
saw the Messenger of Allaah, sallallaahu 'alayhi wa sallam, pray once, and 
from his chest came a sound like the grinding stone, due to his crying." 5 

Ibn 'AbbaaS, may Allaah be pleased with them, said: "Abu Bakr, may Allaah be 
pleased with him, said: 'O Messenger of Allaah, your hair turned gray!' He, 
sallallaahu 'alayhi wa sallam, responded: "What made my hair turn gray 

1 Reported by Al-Bukhaari (2908) and Muslim (2307). 

2 Reported by Al-Bukhaari (6) and Muslim (2308). 

3 Reported by Al-Bukhaari (6034) and Muslim (2311). 

4 Reported by Muslim (3312). 

5 Reported by Abu Daawood (904). Al-Albaani ruled it as authentic. 



36 



Interactions Of The Greatest Leader 



were Chapters Hoode, Al-Waaqi'ah, Al-Mursalaat, Al-Naba' and Al-Tak- 
weer."" 1 

He, sallallaahu 'alayhi wa sallam, was an example in being ascetic and 
abandoning worldly gains: 

One day 'Umar ibn Al-Khattaab, may Aiiaah be pleased with him, came into 
the house of the Prophet of Allaah, sallallaahu 'alayhi wa sallani, to find him 
lying on a simple mat which had left its marks on his body. 'Umar, may Al- 
laah be pleased with him, started to sob. "Why are you crying? O 'Umar", asked 
the Prophet of Allaah, sallallaahu 'alayhi wa sallam. 'Umar, may Allaah be pleased 
with him, said: "I thought of Caesar and Chosroes sitting on thrones of gold, 
wearing silk. And you are the Messenger of Allaah, yet here you are sit- 
ting on this simple mattress.' Thereupon the Prophet of Allaah, sallallaahu 
'alayhi wa sallam, said: "O 'Umar, are you not satisfied that they have this 
world and we have the next?" 2 

The Prophet of Allaah, sallallaahu 'alayhi wa sallam, encouraged his 
companions to be ascetic, and to be more attached to the Hereafter. He, 
sallallaahu 'alayhi wa sallam, performed Hajj while sitting on a worn-out 
saddle cloth and wearing a garment that was not worth four Dirhams 
(silver coins). 3 

He, sallallaahu 'alayhi wa sallam, was an example in being steadfast and 
certain of Allaah's promise 

Somebody asked Al-Baraa' ibn 'Aazib, may Allaah be pleased with him: Did 
you flee deserting the Messenger of Allaah, sallallaahu 'alayhi wa sallam, 
during the Battle of Hunayn?" Al-Baraa', may Allaah be pleased with him, replied, 
"But the Messenger of Allaah did not flee. The people of the Tribe of Ha- 
waazin were good archers. When we met them, we attacked them, and 
they fled. I saw the Messenger of Allaah, sallallaahu 'alayhi wa sallam, on 
his white mule and Abu Sufyaan ibn Al-Haarith was holding its reins and 

1 Reported by At-Tirmithi (2319). Al-Albaani ruled it as authentic in his book Saheeh Al-]aami' (3723). 

2 Reported by Al-Bukhaari (5843) and Muslim (1479). 

3 Reported by Ibn Maajah (2890) on the authority of Anas ibn Maalik, may Allaah be pleased with 
him. Al-Albaani ruled it as authentic in his book As-Silsilah As-Saheehah (2617). 
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the Prophet of Allaah, sallallaahu 'alayhi wa sallam, was saying: "I am the 
Prophet in truth: I am the son of 'Abd Al-Muttalib."" 1 

He, sallallaahu 'alayhi wa sallam, was an example in being patient with 
people and forgiving wrongdoers 

He, sallallaahu 'alayhi wa sallam, was described as: "Neither stiff nor harsh. 
He, sallallaahu 'alayhi wa sallam, did not raise his voice in markets. He did not 
retaliate mischief but pardoned and forgave ." 2 

He, sallallaahu 'alayhi wa sallam, was an example in repentance and 
seeking forgiveness: 

Abu Hurayrah, may Allaah be pleased with him, heard the Prophet of Allaah, 
sallallaahu 'alayhi wa sallam, say: "By Allaah! I ask Allaah for forgiveness 
and I repent each day more than seventy times." 3 

He, sallallaahu 'alayhi wa sallam, was an example in performing acts of 
worship: 

' Aa'ishah, may Allaah be pleased with her, said: "The Prophet of Allaah, sallal- 
laahu 'alayhi wa sallam, used to stand in prayer at night until both his feet 
(or legs) swelled. I asked him: 'Why do you do this O Messenger of Allaah 
when Allaah has forgiven your past and future sins?' He, sallallaahu 'alay- 
hi wa sallam, said: "Should I not be a thankful servant?"" 4 

'Ubayd ibn 'Umayr asked 'Aa'ishah, may Allaah be pleased with her. "Please 
tell us of the most amazing thing you ever saw about the Messenger of 
Allaah, sallallaahu 'alayhi wa sallam." She, may Allaah be pleased with her, paused 
then said: "One night he, sallallaahu 'alayhi wa sallam, told me: "Will you 
let me worship my Lord tonight?" I said: "By Allaah, I love you to be next 
to me, and I love that you pray to your Lord." She said: "He, sallallaahu 
'alayhi wa sallam, stood and made ablution without using much water and 
then stood and prayed and continued crying until his beard was wet from 
his tears, and then prostrated and continued crying until the earth was 
wet from his tears. And then he, sallallaahu 'alayhi wa sallam, turned and 

1 Reported by Al-Bukhaari (2864) and Muslim (1776). 

2 Reported by Al-Bukhaari (2125). 

3 Reported by Al-Bukhaari (6307). 

4 Reported by Al-Bukhaari (4837) and Muslim (2820). 



